
          Success story Karlijn Postma  

               ‘How Green EYE helped Karlijn Postma to gain more inside knowledge about    

 running a business.’  

My name is Karlijn Postma and I am from the Netherlands. In 2017 I graduated as a Product 

Designer and in 2013 I graduated as a Spatial Designer. During these studies I discovered that 

I wanted to be an experience designer with interests in social projects.  

 

Already since the beginning of my study Product Design I wanted to be an entrepreneur in 

the creative industry. In the first year I started to sell the products that I’ve created and it 

convinced me more and more that I wanted to have my own business. I knew that earning 

money was going to be hard in this type of work field but I thought I could figure out how to 

manage that. During my graduation period I discovered I wanted to graduate as an 

entrepreneur so that I could continue with my own business immediately after I graduated.  

In the following period I had a really hard time to earn enough money with my own business. 

There where a lot of things I had to do (marketing etc.) where I didn’t had enough knowledge 

off. The result was that I had to pause my project and had to work in a restaurant. This was 

absolutely not my dream. So I started to think about what my dream was and what I wanted 

to reach. The answer was really simple; I wanted to have my own business and travel 

through Europe with it. When I talked with a friend of mine a bit later she told me about the 

Green EYE  program and that was the moment that I knew that I wanted to participate the 

program.  

 

I started my Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs exchange with Host Entrepreneur Dar Cilla 

Guesthouse in Tarifa in Spain. Dar Cilla runs a guesthouse and offers her guests not only just 

a place to stay: you can also take classes or craftsman workshops. During my exchange I 

worked on my marketing skills: I helped Dar Cilla with promoting her guesthouse and 

workshop amongst new customers. Besides that,  I organized workshops ceramic, screen 

printing and 3D printing.   

 

During my stay I’ve learned that I should focus on my best qualities and not so much to my 

weakest point. I should cooperate with other entrepreneurs in order to reach my goals. Also I 

know now that I have to have a job beside my own business for the first years because 

otherwise my goal of having my own business and earn enough money is way to high.  

  



I strongly recommend the Green EYE program to other aspiring entrepreneurs. It is such a 

great program and I am so grateful that I’ve had the chance to participate. I’ve learned so 

much and I know better how to run a business now.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            Karlijn Postma and her Host Dar Cilla organizing a workshops designing tote bags, 2018.  


